INTRODUCTION

THESE letters were written between 1758 and 1795 ky
James Boswell, the biographer ^of Jtfhnson, to his
college friend, W. J. Temple, grandfather of the late
Archbishop Temple, then living in Devon. Lost to
sight for half a century the originals were brought
to light as the result of a somewhat remarkable con-
catenation of circumstances. In the autumn of 1850
an English gentleman, a certain Major Stone, of the
Hon. East India Company's service, was making
a purchase in a shop at Boulogne-sur-Mer when
he found that the wrapper in which his purchase was
enclosed was a fragment of an English letter bear-
ing the signature of James Boswell. The source of
supply was eagerly traced to an itinerant vendor ol
paper who visited Boulogne two or three times a
year. Among his stock the originals of the letters
were found almost complete bearing ancient post
marks in addition to the franks of a large number of
people well known in Boswell's day. External and
internal evidence have agreed too well for the slightest
doubt ever to be maintained as to the authenticity of
the letters. Aut Boswell, aut Diabolus ! A reason-
able explanation has indeed been found as to the
whereabouts of the documents in the fact that Anne
Temple, the eldest daughter and amanuensis of Boswell's